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HERE IS AN OLD SAYING
that everything is better in
magnum. Certainly that is
true of wine. But magnums, or
1 1.5-liter bottles, are not the only
size with advantages. The half bottle, for instance, is
one of the great wine formats, for two occasions in
particular: when one craves just a glass of wine and
opening a whole bottle will lead to either waste or
feeling compelled to finish it (which might not be wise
for early next-day appointments), and when one
plans to have a glass of both white and red with a
meal. It also makes for the perfect stocking stuffer.
The main advantage ascribed to larger formats
is longevity, which is of particular value to
collectors. Large bottles, especially those 3 liters and
greater, slow down the aging process. Oxidation is
both the friend and foe of wine. In the beginning it is
a friend; as a bottle rests on its side, oxygen slowly
seeps in through the cork and ages the liquid within.
With a bigger bottle, there is a cork of the same size,
but with a greater volume of wine, that oxidation is

an even slower. smoother process.

Champagnes are especially wonderful in
a larger format: There is a bigger bottle
spray when the cork is popped and still
plenty left to drink. The only difference
with Champagne is that the bubbles
reduce over time, so in a 40-year-old
Champagne there may be only a slight
effervescence.

The other, more fun advantage of
larger bottles is that they are the ideal
party format. Something unique
happens when you bring out a 5-liter
or larger bottle—the wow factor is
genuine. And there is something
about sharing out of the same bottle
that brings a togetherness that just
can’t be achieved by serving single
bottles. When each guest is tasting the
exact same wine in his or her glass,
it unites everyone and adds an extra
dimension to the gathering.

KRUG NV
GRANDE CUVEE

For this wine, Krug takes great
wines from multiple vintages and
blends them so 1 plus 1 equals

not 2, but 3, It has a richness and
balance unlike any other, with its
toasty flavor and bright tones that
have a nectarine edge, yet it is still
creamy and full. This Champagne
is consistent year after year. Ithas a
fine, tiny pinpoint bubble and is the
color of golden straw. Krug is one of
the Champagne houses designed
for connoisseurs, and its wines are
coveted by collectors. It will age well
even in this small bottle. (895)

THE MASCOT 2011
CABERNET SAUVIGNON

This is a blend of young vines from
Harlan family holdings, which
have some of the best vineyards
in Napa Valley’s Oakville region.
The wine produces some similar
flavors to Promontory or Harlan
Estate labels, but in a more optimal
drinking component. The 2011
vintage is opulent and perfect
right now in a half bottle. Notes of
deep, dark cassis and red fruit are
balanced with slight tannins. ($60)
CHATEAU DOISY-VEDRINES
2012 SAUTERNES
The demi-bottle is ideal for dessert
wines; a small glass makes fora
perfect end to an evening. This
wine is pale yellow and has an
aroma of apricot and a flavor
of honeysuckle. The viscous
liquid flows along your palate.
This vineyard is an old estate,
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producing great
wine for decades,
and 2012 was a
very good vintage
in France. ($24)

TENUTA SAN
GUIDO 2012
SASSICAIA

This Tuscan legend
comes from the
Bolgheri region, the

cream of Italian vineyards. Made
primarily with Cabernet Sauvignon,
it has a dark ruby red fruit flavor
with a touch of Tuscan soil, and aro-
mas of tobacco. This is a great wine
with Italian food and grilled fare.
The year 2012 had a perfect balance
of rain and sun and was dry and
warm just before harvest. ($125)

DOM Ptmsrurou 2005

When you think of Champagne,
you think of Dom Pérignon. Itis
almost unfathomable that one
house has consistently produced
this level of quality in vast amounts
for decades upon decades. It is
considered the best from Fresno to
Kuala Lumpur to London. The 2005
vintage is the most recent issue
from the house, and it will be one
of the best beverages to ever touch
your lips. It has a faint yellowish
green tint, and that is an important
characteristic to understand; it
hints of a full yet citrusy and bright
character. The wine is made with
Chardonnay, Pinot Noir, and Pinot
Meunier grapes. Over the holidays,
if you give it or drink it, you know
you're special. It is a great way to

THE CALLING 2013 PINOT
NOIR RUSSIAN RIVER

end the year, start the
new year, or just begin
breakfast. ($700)

A quintessential California Pinot

Noir at its best. This is purity from

the Russian River region, the hub

for the best Pinot Noirs in America.

The delicate varietal can’t handle

Napa’s heat, but Sonoma’s sea breeze

allows grapes to develop longer on the

CHIMNEY ROCK
2010 CABERNETY
SAUVIGNON
GANYMEDE

Chimney Rock,
founded in 1981, is
now considered to be

vine. This wine has a velvety quality
that glides on your palate. (890)

agrande dame in the
Stag’s Leap district of
Napa. The 2010 growing season
yielded a fantastic vintage. The single
vineyard has the oldest vines of the
whole property and makes the best
wines from this estate. The blend of
hillside and benchland fruit creates a

MARCIAND ESTATE 2012
CABERNET SAUVIGNON

If this is not the greatest new
property in Napa, it is one of the
top two or three. In today’s world,
discovering new things is becoming
balance of power and grace that will more difficult. So when an exciting
allow it to age seamlessly. ($390) new estate does come along, itisa
special treat. Notes of velvet chocolate

milk, smooth, plush, and rich, make

DOMAINE LEFLAIVE 2013
BATARD-MONTRACHET

this wine simply delicious. ($500)

This is one of the special

wines of Burgundy; some
of the most legendary
whites in France hail
from this house. This
vineyard produces
intense, searing, beautiful
Chardonnays from vines
that are 30 to 50 years
old. The wine explodes
in your mouth with
flavors of tropical
and stone fruits
along with a
mineral quality
that goes on

and on along
your palate.

This flavor

from the soil

is infused into
the wine, and
the mineral
steam of rock
comes into your
glass. ($1,400)
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LOUIS ROEDERER 2002
CRISTAL SPECIAL EDITION
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DARIOUSH 2013 SIGKATURE
CABERMEY SAUVIGNON
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Montosol tx cme of the top two
vitwrysrds in Branello & gets a
breese that creastes the porfct
vigening condivioes fur the dark,
rich Mostalkeing grapes. {Sy00)

CHATEAU MOUTON
ROTHSCHILD 2600

This 5 coe of the estace's best vintages
of the last 300 years. The yesr 2000
was o busme nan for the Pasdllac
region and completely mugical for
Moston Rotbschild, oo of the top

[ progaesties b Bordeaux. Aloog
with loachs of Cabernet Sasvignon
frait, an essenoe of eucalyptus runs
through that hfts the wise; the house
is Jegendary Jor that. This vintage,
in this format, coub sge K00 yesra
This 4 ane to drink on your golden
wedding anniversary, or your chikd's
20th wedding anniversary. (818,000}

This vimeyard is owned by Chrstian
Mouetx, coe of the moet fasocus
Bordewax peescmalition. He trveled
to Naga I the exrly 1980s, Sousnd
the perfect wizsgrowing glot, and
started planting grapes. Those vines
are st now hitting their peak, and

B SR EEMEY MM L BT AU MO

this 1s ane of the darlings of the
2011 visgage, It consists of Cabernes
Saavignon prizarily and iy made
i1 s Bordessax style. 1t takes the
rich, dark soils of the region snd

U essesce of the Old Wordd and
becomes something you've sever
woets 11 the Napa Valley. (83,600)

CHATEAU HAUT-BRION 2012

This eszace Is one of the fve fire
growths but it hisa the smallest
productios among that growg,

The quality & nearly peeress

Thw peoperty ia ane of three wizne
estates owned by Dumaine Clannos
Dillon, whoes tamaosake was an
Arzerican Sinancier who (] ln love
with Bordeans and prerchased the
Faut-Beion estate there In 19045
Prince Robert of Luxembourg, &
descendunt of Clxrence Dilko,

i now the company’s president.
“This wine exemplifies brisry,
Bk, stewd red frul nlosg with
wory rich black smil and a cigar-
box toae. It is an incredilie wine
1o secompuany food. (8g,200)

DOMAINES OTT 2015
CHATEAU DE SELLE COTES
DE PROVENCE ROSE

The perfect warzo westher wine,
The 6-iteer furmse of it is poured
1ike wter at Nikki Beoch and Club
14 in Saiet-Tropes, In fact, you
should drink this Instend of water.
Adong the Cote d'Axur, Damaines
Ott i whist yors o It has hims

of dried watermedon, a touch of
citrus, and ix very light. (S950)
DOMAINE FRANCOIS
LAMARCHE 2013 LA
GRANDE RUE

Made from 100 percem Pinot
Natr, this wine is oo of the grund
erus In Burgundy, from one of the
top vimeyurds, B has deep, rich

Lidsckberry and hhacberry flavurs
sipoach and so plash. (&g,000)

DOMAINE DU PECAY
2007 CHATEAUNEUF-DU-
PAPE CUVEE DA CAPO
This borthe wetzghs &5 mvach as

u cuse of wize, sbout 20 to 35
pousteds. [n one of the best yoars

I thwe Southern Ridne, the capo
(boss) made tisis blend of grapes
b prbeked bry b hilsmself This
wine is wild. So many favons—
seeoked mests, rich blsck fralts,
wnrth, and fireplace all together. It
15 quper rare, made only in gt
viztages, and is one of the treasured
tremts arcand the woeld. ign000)

e
BEAUCAILLOU 2009

This &ewat Is approxiznately the
stze of 1 Jyvar-old chikl, The 2006
vintage is the best of the lasz 10 years.
This Duery, from Sxint-Jullen in
Bordeanx, i 2 100-paint wine ina
forrnae that &5 rarely seen, o Mebchior,
which yiekix sbout 140 glisses.

The iatense flavoes goon and on,
Beancuillon means “beautifisl
stone,” and the flavor s of tilack.
berry Jubce strasned through: the
region’s ancient moks. This ls s wice,
sl & bortde, that begy 1o be shared
2t agrand schrve, (25,000} 1l



